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Presenters:
Eric Zahn, Principal Restoration Ecologist, Tidal Influence
Heather Altman, Principal, Altman Environmental Consulting




We appreciate your support!
Thank you for being courteous!!

,// ‘E For all information visit
LosComos watands Aurorty intoloscerritoswetlands.org,

Webinar Format

* You can hear us, but we cannot hear you
* Ask questions at any time in chatroom

e Questions will be answered at several
points during the webinar

* Webinar is being recorded




Purpose of Tonight’s Meeting:

Informational session for Draft
Program EIR’s Project Description

Question and Answer

Agenda

* Los Cerritos Wetlands
Restoration Planning Process

* CEQA Overview
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Los Cerritos Wetlands Authority

Los Cerritos Wetlands Authority

(LCWA)
 Formed in 2006

* Comprised of the State Coastal
Conservancy, Rivers and Mountains
Conservancy, City of Long Beach, and
City of Seal Beach

* Promotes acquisition, restoration,
conservation and management of
the Los Cerritos Wetlands

* Lead Agency for CEQA



Restoration Planning History

* LCWA Board approved the Los Cerritos Wetlands
Conceptual Restoration Plan in August 2015

* Conceptual Plan Included 3 Restoration Alternatives:
Minimum Alteration, Moderate Alteration, Maximum
Alteration

* Funding received in 2017 to initiate next steps: prepare
Program Environmental Impact Report (PEIR) and Final
Restoration Plan




Current Planning Process

Public

® Public Workshops

Involvement e Steering Committee

@ Technical Advisory Committee

v v

x

X

We are here

Conceptual
Restoration
Plan
(2015)

—

Alternative + Restoration

Project Description
for Program
Environmental Impact
Report
(Winter 2018/2019)

Draft Optimized

Plan (Spring 2018
through Fall 2018)

Draft Program
Environmental Impact
Report
(Spring 2019 through
Spring 2020)

Final Program
Environmental Impact
Report (Summer 2020

through Fall 2020)

Technical Data

+

Technical

Collection/
Compilation

Habitat. vegetation, and species mapping

Bird and plant surveys

Noise monitoring

Cultural and paleontological archival research

Cultural reconnaissance and geoarchaeological survey
Hydrodynamic modeling

Sea-level-rise analysis

Literature review

Reports

Final
Restoration
Plan
(2020)

Air quality

Greenhouse gas emissions

Noise

Cultural resources/Tribal Consultation
Paleontological resources

Biological resources

Hydrodynamics

Sediment transport and geomorphology
Water and sediment quality



California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA)

Prepare -
Responses [0 == Ceig:lof lcceast ls on
Comments

Initiate

Public Review &
Draft PEIR mmd Comment Period

45 days

: Public Review &
Scoping semmd Comment Period
Process 30 days

Prepare

v v
= ) = =

Notice of Notice of
Availability Determination

Public
Meetings
L 7 v, o v,

NOP Draft Final
Public PEIR PEIR

Scoping
Meetings




Contents of the Draft Program EIR

* Executive Summary

e Chapter 1: Introduction

* Chapter 2: Project Description TODAY’S TOPIC

* Chapter 3: Environmental Setting, Impacts and Mitigation Measures
* Chapter 4: Other CEQA Considerations

* Chapter 5: Alternatives JUNE 4ts TOPICS

* Chapter 6: Report Preparers
e Technical Appendices
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Time to Answer Some Questions

Questions are being answered based on the order queued up in the chatroom

R < & LT

*‘“’"Aav“"“
52 A 7 _ %m‘&uh}- P 1 Vs ¥ TS ERRTNT a0 B P B B ) i f"
Nt R T %ﬂfﬂr'mmw&m‘wm PR L S LR RRE L ¥ o S SR TS S \;

i
b '
24
L X
X ¥
p .
)




Restoration Program Goals

Restore tidal wetland processes and functions to the maximum extent
possible;

Maximize contiguous habitat areas and maximize the buffer between
habitat and sources of human disturbance;

Create a public access and interpretive program that is practical,
protective of sensitive habitat and ongoing oil operations, economically
feasible, and will ensure a memorable visitor experience;

Incorporate phasing of implementation to accommodate existing and
future potential changes in land ownership and usage, and as funding
becomes available;

Strive for long-term restoration success; and

Integrate experimental actions and research into the project, where
appropriate, to inform restoration and management actions for this

project. |

Los Cerritos Wetlands Authority



Program Considerations

* Ecosystem Restoration

* Flood Risk and Stormwater Management
* Public Access and Visitor Facilities

* Infrastructure and Utility Modification

* Implementation and Restoration Process
» e.g. grading, soil remediation, public facilities

* Monitoring and Adaptive Management
e Operation and Maintenance




Program Boundary
[ North Area
[ Central Area

[ 1sthmus Area

[ South Area

Phase

1 North Synergy Oil Field site
V71 Near-term

== Mid-term (10-20 years)
[ITT] Long-term (20+ years)

Proposed
Program
Phasing
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South Area: Near Term

= San Gabriel River Bike Trail L ____' Native Grassland

Re me d i ati n g SO i I S — Existing Trail & Sidewalk Existing High-Functioning Wetland Habitat
=== New Public Sidewalk I Tidal salt Marsh- High Marsh
= Existing Restricted Access Trail - Tidal Salt Marsh- Mid Marsh

Grading to support a diversity of marsh,

== === New Restricted Access Trail (Guided) - Bryant Well Footprint

transitional, and upland habitats | [l -
Construction of flood protection along e & o

the Hellman property boundary

Raising 1st Street

Building a Seal Beach Visitor Center and
associated parking
Removing the gate on the existing culvert | y v 5,
connecting the South LCWA site to the |\ 2 —Peamii s ,j
San Gabriel River A
Removing the culverts under the former
access roads :
Restoring native grassland for raptor || s | e
foraging habitat | i = K N ol rﬁ%:f" s

2

e s
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South Area: Mid Term

O Culvert to Remain in Place
* Culvert or Bridge

* Excavating a channel connecting the Yot w Mo NSV AR S e

Hellman Channel directly to the Haynes el (SR SR S @ G @B TR BRE  | mmoeos

Vegetated Berm
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* Lowering the berm along the Haynes A
Cooling Channel to increase the tidal W =
' V7

Lower, elevations to' Per y
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~ A | connect marsh to HCC u/ >
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range in the South LCWA site S R S .
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< JHCC through 4 s
"l new channel * ,-/

* Modifying the Los Alamitos Retarding |
Basin operations to enhance the habitat P | (
value in the basin (e.g., change pumping [ S TTNE S~
operations to maintain ponding for /
shorter or longer time).




South Area: Long Term

Removing or consolidating oil operations
on the Hellman Retained site to allow for
restoration

Lowering, breaching, or removing the
earthen berm or flood wall separating
the South LCWA site and the Hellman
Retained site

Removing 1st Street (through the South
LCWA site) and removing, lowering, or
breaching the berm under the road.

] @ Open Water - Transition Zone
s San Gabriel River Bike Trail B Tidal Salt Marsh- High Marsh
m— Existing Trail & Sidewalk - Tidal Salt Marsh- Mid Marsh
=== New Public Sidewalk I Tidal Salt Marsh- Low Marsh
== Existing Restricted Access Trail - Developed
== === New Restricted Access Trail (Guided) :] Vegetated Levee

New Public Trail (Day Use) - Existing Oil Well Footprints

mmm Channels

O!} Viewpoint
- Developed

'L:___' Native Grassland $ Gate
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South Area: Perimeter Berm and Flood Wall

trail /
access road

Hellman site

12 | 12’ ' 12

access Hellman site
road

i i
= 12
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Isthmus Area: Near, Mid, and Long Term

@ Culvert to be removed

e Near-term: Extend the restoration of

. . — . le)‘(i_s_t_ipg 3 .\ B © E::::: t:dremainin place
Zedler Marsh site north into the Isthmus | e o B e i

|:] Non-Native Upland

D Salt Flat

P Transition Zone

Al .Muted Tidal Salt Marsh- High Marsh
| - Muted Tidal Salt Marsh- Mid Marsh

Bryant site

8 I Non-Tidal Salt Marsh
N [:I Non-Native Wetland

s | I Mudfiat
-

Later Phases

* Mid-term: the Callaway Marsh site and
the rest of the DWP site would be A — 5P
. Mld-Term === W-—g_gx;_g_
enhanced once the Haynes Cooling M s
. . . / flow, o site
Channel is decommissioned by LADWP
and no longer in use for the Haynes
Generating Station

* Long-term: the oil operations on the
Isthmus LCWA site would be removed or
consolidated off-site to allow for
restoration



Time to Answer Some Questions

Questions are being answered based on the order queued up in the chatroom
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Central Area
Restoration
Program
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; 4 £ Program Boundary
f%f, ﬁ" [ central Area



Central Area: Near Term

Relocating/modifying oil infrastructure
and perform soil remediation

Grading of the sites, including channels,
and revegetation with native plants
Removing segments of the existing levee
separating the SGR from non-tidal areas
Constructing a new earthen levee
(Perimeter Levee) along 2nd Street from
the San Gabriel River to the intersection
with Studebaker Road

Constructing a new interim earthen levee
(Interim Levee) along the western
boundary of the Central LCWA site
Raising the well pads out of the floodplain
Constructing public trails on levees,
accessible ramps, and viewpoints.

...........

== San Gabriel River Bike Trail

= Existing Trail and Sidewalk

==+ New Public Sidewalk

- Existing Restricted Access Trail

===+ New Restricted Access Trail (Guided)
New Public Trail (Day Use)

@ Channels

[ Developed

[ ] Vegetated Levee

[0 Transition Zone

I Tidal Salt Marsh- High Marsh

[0 Tidal Salt Marsh- Mid Marsh

Il Bryant Well Footprint

A
| O-»Viewpoint

7 L ! @Gate

1| Access trails would be restricted under Option 1 Flood Walls.
| See Section 2.7.4 Public Access and Visitor Facilities

T alrT ~ P N




Central Area: Long Term

""""""""""

including tidal channels and new brackish
marsh

Removing the Interim Levee
Constructing a new earthen levee
(Perimeter Levee) along 2nd Street .
between the intersection with Studebaker [*#
Road to Shopkeeper Road on the Long
Beach City Property site and then along
Shopkeeper Road to the existing SGR
levee on the Long Beach City Property
and Pumpkin Patch sites

== San Gabriel River Bike Trail [ Transition Zone

= Existing Trail and Sidewalk I Tidal Salt Marsh- Mid Marsh
===+ New Public Sidewalk . Tidal Salt Marsh- Low Marsh
== Existing Restricted Access Tralil Brackish Wetland

==+ New Restricted Access Trail (Guided) "] Developed

H H 1 New Public Trail (Day Use) [ | Vegetated Levee
Constructing public trails on levees, s — Nl
accessible ramps, stairs, and viewpoints. T Developed 0 Viewpoint

Acces.s trails would be restricted under Option 1 Flood Walls. o @ Gate

See Section 2.7.4 Public Access and Visitor Facilities
[ SRS T
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Central Area: Perimeter Levee

trail /
access road

vegelated 2 /# G bioswale
living levee gl .

sidewalk

road



Program Boundary
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Beach Oil Minerals Partners (BOMP) Project

A project-level EIR was prepared for the
Los Cerritos Wetlands Oil Consolidation

This PEIR relies on the technical analysis,
impact discussion, and mitigation measures
documented in the Los Cerritos Wetlands Oil

DECOMMISSION
AND REMOVE OIL
PRODUCTION W&

. s )} ,
INFRASTRUCTURE ' ] : ; AR > v l
: HE 8*
, Lt ) t ‘ \ ey
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Ny

D Program Boundary
DECOMMISSION > < w2
AND REMOVE OIL Los Cerritos Wetlands Oil Consolidation

. PRODUCTION m™ / and Restoration Project EIR boundaries

il INFRASTRUCTURE f ’ .
- L b . Proposed Long Beach Visitor Center

E’ Proposed Parking Lot

Proposed Sidewalk/Bike Lanes

Proposed Trail

Proposed Pipeline Corridor Easement
(Exact location to be determined)

Habitat
Vegetated Levee

Transition Zone
Tidal Salt Marsh- High Marsh

[

¢ :;\\ %&k e 7 3 5 & #| I Tidal Salt Marsh- Mid Marsh
[
|

CONSTRUCT NEW

S5A0 & ~ o
REMOVE OIL PRODUCTION INFRASTRUCTURE %
- o~ - A - Tidal Salt Marsh- Low Marsh

~ - &
: ‘vm: ESSIRRN S 1e v@\. Tidal Salt Marsh- Mud Flats
3 . N /

NEW OFFICE BUILDING AND WAREHOUSE Channels
. TR

\%»5 X _‘f,v

= = = Sheetpile Wall




North Area: Long Term

Grading and soil remediation on the
Alamitos Bay Partners site and the South
Synergy Qil Field site, including excavation
to create tidal channels, and revegetation
with native plants

Constructing a new earthen levee or flood
wall along the South Synergy Oil Field and
Alamitos Bay Partners sites

Excavating a tidal channel from the North
Synergy QOil Field site to the South Synergy
Oil Field site to increase tidal connection
in the South Synergy site

Removing the sheet pile wall along the
Alamitos Bay Partners site

S A
B oevcess e}
[ Fresmwater Marsn e . | | o
Vegetated Levee o i
: .
I Transttion Zone N‘\ '
I Tcal sait Marsh- High Marsh AR
B Toal Sait Marsh- Mid Marsh o
| I ol sait Marsh- Low Marsn ) <
3| I Toal sait Marsh- Mug Fiats &
;| I cranneis 5
&
>
J

DY

oD

transition zone habitat

g Mexadbcacma!meﬁoodconanlbemandbdaldvamds s

‘|| willbe defermined in later phases of the design. The figure shows | ECE
¢ avexmpleofhow?hebetmmglibelocafeduﬁhfreslmﬂe! T,
3 d public access.

7 -&oswabs(notshm)wddbeconstmdedbetweenmemad &
l imeder levee to provide treatment for flowing off |
g me road.

2P| -Transitional habitat (not shown) would be established along the [
“|'| bottom of the levees and raised wells.




Time to Answer Some Questions

Questions are being answered based on the order queued up in the chatroom
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[ Top of levee & gas roads
B Bryant Well Footprint
Future Phases
[] Mid-term (10-20 years)
Long-term (20+ years)
Habitat

Upland/Berm/Levee
I Transitional
I High Marsh
B Mid Marsh

! Low Marsh

B Mud Flats
Il Subtidal

No Vegetation
i Native Grassland

—— Existing High-Functioning
Wetland Habitat
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2 Future Phases

V7] Long-term (20+ years)
Habitat

Upland
[ Transitional
I High Marsh
B Mid Marsh

Low Marsh
I Mud Flats
I Subtidal

No Vegetation
171 Raptor Habitat

Existing High-Functioning
Wetland Habitat
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[ Top of levee & gas roads
Il Bryant Well Footprint

Habitat
Upland
I Transitional
I High Marsh
B Mid Marsh
Low Marsh
B Mud Flats
I Subtidal
i Raptor Habitat

[ Managed Habitat
¢l [ Freshwater Marsh

ey v,-—w =

property,to cooling,channel
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Restoratlon Program: Sea Level bty
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Time to Answer Some Questions

Questions are being answered based on the order queued up in the chatroom
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Draft Program EIR Comment Period

e 45-day Comment Period:
* May 8, 2020 —June 22, 2020

W%M/‘ M ) * Written comment can be sent either

electronically or via US Post:

Sally Gee

Los Cerritos Wetlands Authority
100 Old San Gabriel Canyon Rd.
Azusa, CA91702

Email: sgee@rmc.ca.gov

Los Cerritos Wetlands Authority



Draft Program EIR Availability

* Online: http://intoloscerritoswetlands.org/the-lcws-eir/

* By appointment, for those that cannot view the
“( document online. Please contact Sally Gee, LCWA:

) / /W /j M « Phone: 626-815-1019 x 104 or
* Email: sgee@rmc.ca.gov

Los Cerritos Wetlands Authority



Important Dates

 May 7, 2020: LCWA Quarterly Board Meeting

» ‘T\—-( ‘.l\ * May 8, 2020 - June 22, 2020: DEIR 45-day public
Vd’ /ﬂL ,, comment period

A
/W/‘ | M * May 21, 2020: Public Meeting #1 Webinar
Los Cerritos Wetlands Authority * June 4, 2020: Public Meeting #2 Webinar
 July 2020: Final Program Environmental Impact
Report

e August 6, 2020: LCWA Quarterly Board Meeting
(potential certification of the EIR)

Check in at intoloscerritoswetlands.org regularly




