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Welcome



Public Meeting Format

• Please keep yourself on mute

• There will be various opportunities in this meeting to 

ask questions, at which time we will ask you to 

“unmute”

• Questions can also be offered in the chat 

• The meeting is being recorded and will be posted to the 

website

www.intoloscerritoswetlands.org



Who Are We?



Consulting Team

Experience



Public Meeting Agenda

• Restoration Planning Background 

• Introduce the Southern Los Cerritos Wetlands 

Restoration Project*

• Baseline Data*

• Design Considerations*

• Next Steps * = Breaks for Q&A



Restoration Planning 

Background



Los Cerritos Wetlands Authority

• Formed in 2006

• Comprised of the City of Seal Beach, City of Long 

Beach, State Coastal Conservancy, and Rivers and 

Mountains Conservancy

• Promotes protection, restoration, conservation, 

and management of the Los Cerritos Wetlands



Restoration Planning

LCW Conceptual 

Restoration Plan,  

(August 2015)

LCW Restoration Plan 

Program EIR,   

(January 2021)

LCW Habitat 

Restoration Plan, 

(July 2021)



Restoration Planning

Los Cerritos Wetlands Restoration Plan Program 

Environmental Impact Report, (pg. 2-3):

“Future phases of restoration would involve 

identifying individual projects, performing required 

analysis and field surveys (i.e. wetland delineations, 

habitat surveys, archaeological and cultural surveys, 

soil samples, etc.), engaging stakeholders, and 

developing more detailed, project-level designs (i.e. 

engineering designs, grading plans).”



Southern Los Cerritos 

Wetlands Restoration 

Project



PEIR Section 2.1.2

• Individual restoration projects 

– Evaluated for consistency with the LCW Restoration Plan 

and the goals and objectives of the PEIR Section 2.5

– Developed with input from public agencies, tribal 

representatives, stakeholders, landowners, and the 

community

– Requisite environmental documentation prepared

– Compliance with PEIR Mitigation Monitoring and 

Reporting Program (MMRP)



Grant Funding

• In January 2021, grant funding was received to 

initiate the next stage of project level 

restoration planning for the Southern LCW 

Restoration Project

– Complete necessary technical studies

– Produce the 30% and 65% construction design plans

– Produce environmental review documentation

– Prepare permit applications

– Conduct stakeholder outreach



Southern LCW Restoration Project Area

~103.5 acres

Seal Beach, California



Refined Habitat Restoration Plan 

LCWA South Site



Restoration Phase 1
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Phase 1 and 2
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Questions?



Baseline Data: 
Easements



Easement Locations



Baseline Data: 
Geotechnical Investigations



Previously Completed Sampling Locations



Proposed Sampling Locations
w/jurisdictional wetlands



Proposed Sampling Locations
w/habitat restoration plan



Proposed Sampling Locations  
w/former sampling areas



Baseline Data:
Cultural Resources



Contents of Cultural 

Resources 

Assessment Report

-Geological, Cultural and 

Historic Settings

- Records Search Results

-Field Survey Results

- Traditional Cultural 

Landscape Study

- Tribal Advisory Group 

Interviews



Traditional (Tribal) Cultural Landscape
Any place in which a relationship, past or present, exists between a 

spatial area, resource, and an associated group of indigenous 
people whose cultural practices, beliefs, or identity connects them 

to that place. A tribal cultural landscape is determined by and 
known to a culturally related group of indigenous people with 

relationships to that place



Traditional Cultural Landscape Study

The purpose of this study is to evaluate the Los Cerritos 

Wetlands potential to be a Traditional Cultural Landscape

The LCWA views this as a critical study for the LCW Southern Area 

Restoration Project based on the California Coastal Commission’s 

tribal consultations as part of a previously proposed project: 

• In 2017, tribal representatives of the Gabrieleno-Tongva San Gabriel Band of Mission Indians, as well as a 

member of the Acjachemen Tribe described the project site as “sacred lands that are part of a larger area of 

connected tribal sites that constitute a Tribal Cultural Landscape that may be eligible for listing by the 

National Register as a Tribal Cultural Property. This Tribal Cultural Landscape includes several significant 

tribal sites and resources in close proximity to the project site, including the site of Puvungna, the Rancho Los 

Alamitos (Long Beach area), and the 9-18-0395 (Beach Oil Minerals) Hellman Ranch property (immediately on 

the other side of the San Gabriel River, in Seal Beach) (CCC 2018: 125).

• In 2018, representatives of the Gabrieleño Band of Mission Indians – Kizh Nation stated that the Los Cerritos 

Wetlands area is a sacred land, just as all land, water and animals are sacred (CCC 2018: 125).



LCWA Tribal Advisory Group

• Gabrieleno/Tongva San Gabriel Band of Mission Indians

• Gabrielino-Shoshone Nation

• Gabrielino Tongva Indians of California Tribal Council

• Gabrieleno Band of Mission Indians – Kizh Nation

• Juaneno Band of Mission Indians Acjachemen – Belardes

• Gabrielino-Tongva Tribe

• Gabrielino/Tongva Nation

Additional Tribal Advisors

• Ti’at Society/Traditional Council of Pimu

• Juaneno Band of Mission Indians Acjachemen Nation



Tribal Advisory Group Interviews

“So, my mom would 
talk about the days 
her uncles used to 
come out here in a 
four-man skiff and 
fish for crab, shrimp, 
mussels, whatever.”
-Nicholas Rocha, Gabrielino 
Shoshone Nation

“I’ll give you an example of that, is I grew up with a 
father who when we got sick we would go to the ocean, he 
would gather the salt water, the ocean water––we could do 
that back in the fifties––and we would, like, use a neti
pot and we would breathe it in through our nose…”
-Cindi Alvitre, Gabrielino Shoshone Nation

“…he said his mother would take him to the shore but only let him––put his hands behind his 
back so he wouldn’t take too much. So he actually had to eat it out of the water with his mouth 
because it was a means of respecting that you weren’t taking too much of what you could 
consume in that moment.”
-Mercedes Dorame, Gabrielino Tongva Indians of California Tribal Council (Speaking about her father)

“…I always tell people that the animals and the 
plants are going to teach us how to be human 
again because we’ve lost that. So that’s the 
significance to me of this place is being out here 
physically on the landscape and just sitting 
here watching, and they will teach you how to 
behave as human.”
-Craig Torres, Ti’at Society/Traditional Council of Pimu



Tribal Cultural Resources

Common name Scientific name Tribal Uses 

Pickleweed Salicornia pacifica Food 

California sea 

lavender/ western 

marsh rosemary 

Limonium 

californicum

Food; medicine

Southern tar plant Centromadia parryi

ssp. australis

Salt grass Distichlis spicata Used to season food

California boxthorn Lycium californicum Edible berries

Watercress Nasturtium officinale Food, leaves eaten (personal communication; 

Dorame 2021) 

Bladderpod Peritoma arborea Food; flowers boiled (Ramirez and Small 2015: 12-

17)

Evening primrose Oenothera elata Food; medicine

Yerba Mansa Anemopsis 

californica

Medicine; tea used for colds and sore throat (Drake 

in Ramirez and Small 2015); poultice doe cuts and 

wounds (Mojado in Ramirez and Small 2015)

Shore grass Distichlis littoralis

Eelgrass Zostera marina Food; use of rhizomes, seeds and leaves

This table lists a few salt 

marsh plants that have been 

identified as used by the 

Gabrielino (Gabrieleño; 

Tongva; Kizh) and their uses. 

The interviewees would like 

to be able to incorporate 

these plants into their 

community once again 

The Tribal Advisory Group 

will work with the LCWA 

design team to incorporate 

these species and other 

design aspects into this 

restoration project



Baseline Data:
Biological Resources



Vegetation Alliances



Special Status Plants



Belding’s Savannah Sparrow Breeding Habitat



Jurisdictional Wetland Delineation Map



Potential CDFW Jurisdictional Wetland



CCC Jurisdictional Wetland



Questions?



Design Considerations



Design Considerations

• Habitats and Sea Level Rise

• Special Status Species and Plant Communities

• Jurisdictional Waters and ESHA

• Cultural Resources

• Tribal Cultural Resources

• Soils

• Hydrology/Tidal Connection

• Contamination

• Easements/Utilities

• Public Access



Public Access
1. Connector Trail Alternative

2. Loop Trail Alternative

3. Multi-Loop Trail Alternative

4. No Trail Alternative



1. Connector Trail Alternative

Potential Trail



2. Loop Trail Alternative

Potential Trail



3. Multi-Loop Trail Alternative

Potential Trail



4. No Trail Alternative



Post-Workshop Survey

• A multiple-choice questionnaire has been 

posted on the LCWA’s website 

• The questionnaire is focused on public access 

and asks responders to rank the 4 trail 

alternatives just presented

• Survey can be accessed via the web:
– https://intoloscerritoswetlands.org/southern-los-cerritos-

wetlands-restoration-project/

• Completed surveys can be submitted to:
– lcwa@tidalinfluence.com

https://intoloscerritoswetlands.org/southern-los-cerritos-wetlands-restoration-project/


The Questionnaire

Click This Link

Scroll Down to This Link

Click to Open



Questions?



Next Steps



Next Steps

• Post-meeting questionnaire

• Ongoing Tribal consultation

• Additional baseline data acquisition

• Production of 30% level design drawings

• Ongoing public outreach & agency coordination



Additional information:

www.intoloscerritoswetlands.org


