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Figure 8 Map of includes Drill Rig Access to boreholes 5,6,7,10,11,12 and foot path access routes to 

1,2,3,4,8. These routes do not now exist and would be made by removing existing vegetation.
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Google map of project area terrain shows wetlands, uplands, salt pans, and paved and unpaved 
roads. Most boreholes will be drilled in vegetated area, not on or accessible by existing roadways.
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Google Map close up of project area terrain shows that no existing roadways lead to where boreholes 10,11,12 
will drilled using drill rig, and no existing foot paths lead to where 3,4, 8 will be drilled using hand auger.
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Google Map close up shows overgrown path through raptor habitat area leading to boreholes 
5,6,7 which will be drilled using drill rig.  Not an existing roadway.
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The LCWA cites financial considerations as the sole reason for drilling during nesting season. Even as 
conditioned, drilling operations will harm ground nesting birds, including the Endangered Belding’s 
Savannah Sparrow. Multiple intrusions into wetlands nesting and foraging areas by the biologist and 
other project participants, and by the borehole rig itself, will result in nest abandonment and the 
physical destruction of eggs and juveniles.
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The Southern Los Cerritos Wetlands Project will divide and destroy the existing habitat 
when the service road to Hellman’s oil and gas operations is elevated and a 10’ high berm 
is built to protect drilling and tank sites from the new salt marsh and seal level rise. 
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Flooding seasonal brackish wetlands and uplands to create a salt marsh monoculture is NOT restoration, 
but replacement. The Southern Los Cerritos Wetlands were never a full tidal salt marsh. Acres of rare salt 
flats and most of the current nesting raptor foraging habitat will be lost Many residents will not survive. 
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This drilling project is anticipatory destruction in preparation for a destructive development. No 
geological or chemical boring is needed to protect and restore the Southern Los Cerritos Wetlands 
as a seasonal brackish wetlands wildlife sanctuary and Tribal Sacred Site.
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To: California Coastal Commission

From: Chief Anthony Morales, Chair, Gabrieleno/Tongva San Gabriel Band of Mission Indians
Rebecca Robles, Acjachemen Culture Keeper, Los Cerritos Wetlands Task Force, Sierra Club
Anna Christensen, Puvunga Wetlands Protectors

RE: Coastal Commission Meeting March 11, 2022, Agenda Item F16a  Application No. 5-21-0549

Dear Coastal Commissioners and Staff,
As none of the concerns expressed in our comments dated February 4, 2022 (when this item was on
the Commission’s February Meeting Agenda) have been resolved we have resubmitted these
comments on Application No. 5-21-0549. Please refer to this document for a full analysis of the
project’s failings. In addition we are providing the following response to the revised Coastal
Commission Staff Report and the Los Cerritos Wetlands Authority’s Correspondence dated February 4,
2022.

The LCWA asked that Coastal Commission staff strike the term Construction from the revised Staff
Report and their request has been granted. We would simply note that EIRs have only two phases,
Construction or Management. Under the Coastal Act this drilling project is considered Development and
since this Development is not Management, it is part of the Construction phase of the Southern Los
Cerritos Wetlands Restoration Project. This Project has no CDP, no EIR, no Negative or Mitigated
Negative Declaration, not even a Notice of Preparation because this huge multi-phased and potentially
decades long Development Project is being intentionally piecemealed by the LCWA to avoid
accountability for its “temporary” and cumulative impacts on the existing wetlands

The LCWA has consistently refused to take responsibility for the actual and potential negative
consequences of its past, present, and proposed “restoration” activities, and this CDP request is no
exception. Why should they agree to limit a three day drilling project to non-nesting season? Why not
make new access roads for heavy drilling rigs and new footpaths for hand drilling in areas where birds
and wildlife are now foraging, nesting, and breeding?  Why bother to revegetate areas disturbed by
drilling activities with plants native to the LC Wetlands? Clearly, if their plans succeed, these are all only
“temporary” mitigations for life that will cease to exist once their restoration project is in full swing.
Because, for many years to come, the LCWA will be grading, dredging, flooding and/or building 10ft
high earthen flood control features on the Southern Los Cerritos Wetlands. This is their single minded
vision for restoration and they will not consider alternatives that would substantially lessen any
significant adverse impacts of the development on the environment.

Staff’s conclusion that,There is no other least environmentally damaging alternative to the geotechnical
borings in the lowlands, if that area is to be successfully restored and open for public access and
recreation in the future simply reveals that they are in lockstep with the LCWA. Restoration of this area
does not require geotechnical borings, nor demand increased salt water intrusion, public access, or
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recreation. None of these proposals are actually restorative as they fail to improve the quality of life on
this historic and rare seasonal brackish wetlands and wildlife preserve.

BOREHOLE LOCATIONS CANNOT BE ACCESSED ON EXISTING ROADS OR FOOT PATHS
The LCWA falsely claims that access routes for drill rig are all on existing roads. The LCWA
states that, “Section C. Figure 8 in the Sampling Analysis Plan (SAP) in Exhibit C provides the access
routes for the drill rig, which are all along existing roads onsite. Due to past land use operations on the
property, several maintenance dirt roads bisect the site and will be used by the drill rig to access the
boring locations. Where vehicle access would present a threat to existing vegetation, access by foot
and the use of a hand auger is proposed (Figure 8).”
The LCWA falsely states that there will be “no impacts to raptor foraging habitat due to the
geotechnical borings” - geotechnical boring sites 5, 6, and 11 will impact raptor foraging habitat. The
LCWA neglects to mention that eight chemical boring sites are located off road and that most of these
sites are in designated raptor foraging habitat.

We support Coastal Commission staff’s request for the relocation of three proposed drilling sites (7,
10,11) in the raptor foraging area where there is no existing road access, and where the LCWA
proposes to use the mechanized drill rig. We would note that the drill rig is also to be used at sites 12,
5, 6, and 7 where there is no existing road access. Sites 1, 2, 3, 4 and 8 will use hand augers, however
none of these sites are on existing trails. The LCWA’s mapped “drill rig access routes” and “foot paths”
do not exist at the present time and establishing these new corridors will damage/destroy wetlands’
soils and plants and disturb wildlife. We oppose drilling at all of these sites.

Project and Google maps below show that both hand and mechanical drilling will be done in raptor
foraging habitat areas and both hand and mechanical drilling will be done in areas where there is no
existing road access nor existing foot paths and where vegetation supports wetlands wildlife and
provides foraging and nesting for birds.

Map showing location of 18 boreholes. Boreholes not on existing roadways that will use drill rig are
5,6,7,10,11,12. Boreholes not on existing foot paths that will use hand auger are 1,2,3,4,8
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Figure 8 map of proposed Drill Rig Access and Foot Path Access (which do not currently exist).

Google Map showing Project Area terrain, vegetation, and existing roadways
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